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A PARTICULARLY SHOCKING DEMOLITION 


105 - 107 West Regent Street - The last view of the building enlarged by Thomson and used as his office at the end of his 
life. In Issue 33 May 2003 we reported that County Properties had been denied the right to demolish, had sold the build- 
ing and the new owners, Mosslea Properties intended to repair the exterior. You may have seen the ‘Glasgow : Scotland 
with Style’ campaign making reference to Thomson but we have 3 of his buildings in Glasgow on the ‘buildings at risk’ reg- 
ister (St Vincent Street Church is also on the watch list of the World’s 100 most threatened buildings) and the Tourist Office 
does not have any literature available on him for visitors to Glasgow. See Gavin Stamp’s letter printed in The Herald p2. 
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HERALD LETTER BY PROFESSOR GAVIN STAM P 





As the former chairman of the Alexander Thomson Society, the news of the demolition of 105-107 
West Regent Street comes as no surprise as Glasgow has a long and disgraceful history of allowing fine 
buildings to deteriorate to the point of no return. There are, however, aspects of this case which are par- 
ticularly shocking. 

When the Society was founded, in 1991, planning permission had already been given, unfortu- 
nately, for a replica building on the site. This option was not acted on, however, and in 1999 County 
Properties applied to replace the building which Thomson had so cleverly altered and enlarged by a mod- 
ern office block. 

Although 1999 was the year Glasgow was European City of Architecture and Design and the 
Lighthouse was inaugurated with a major exhibition about Thomson, Glasgow City Council was happy to 
grant planning permission and listed building consent to the developer. 

Historic Scotland, however, very properly opposed the plan, so that a public enquiry was sched- 
uled. County Properties then claimed that, under the European Convention on Human Rights, the nature 
of the inquiry infringed the developer’s rights - a claim endorsed, astonishingly, by Lord MacFadyen in 
the Court of Session, the implication of which was that a nation has no right to try to defend its architec- 
tural heritage. 

So the Scottish Executive appealed and, in a judgement on this and two English cases in May 
2001, the House of Lords fortunately concluded that a public inquiry was compatible with the Human 
Rights Act. 

County Properties then retreated and sold the West Regent Street building to the present owners, 
Mosslea Properties, who at first claimed to wish to restore the exterior. And then they did a volte face and 
applied to demolish it. All this time, of course, no maintenance on the building was carried out, with the 
result we now know. 

It is most depressing that despite all the effort by Historic Scotland and others, all those lawyers, 
fees and the cogitation of noble lords in the upper house, this interesting, valuable and statutory listed 
building was still doomed. 

Of course, in this as in so many other cases, the city council could have exercised its powers to 
compel the owners of listed buildings to carry out repairs. But it would seem to prefer to spend public 
money on such things as the excruciatingly awful recent advertisements telling the English that Glasgow 
is ‘The New Black’ with ‘seductive shopping. Achingly hip hotels’ seemingly oblivious of the fact that 
many people visit the city to see its steadily diminishing stock of fine and irreplaceable buildings. 

It is true that our historic building legislation needs strengthening, but Glaswegians should be 
aware that no other British city today tolerates the sort of dereliction with impunity that has done for far 
too many repairable and potentially valuable buildings in recent years. 

Beware: it will be Thomson’s Eton Terrace next, and then St Vincent Street Church, which the 
World Monuments Fund has put on its watch list of the world’s 100 most threatened monuments for the 
second time. What does Glasgow City Council think its doing? 





ALEXANDER 'GREEK' THOMSON FILM WINS EUROPA NOSTRA AWARD IN ITALY 
A film on Alexander 'Greek' Thomson's architecture and the plight of his remaining public buildings on Glasgow, has won an Europa Nostra award at 
the second Toblach Heritage Film Festival in Italy. The international jury praised Murray Grigor's 'Nineveh on the Clyde' for its imaginative explo- 
ration of Thomson's singular vision and hoped that its success would ‘encourage the protection of this important architect's work as a significant con- 
tribution to European heritage.’ Irina Subotic, the chairwoman of the jury, singled out 'Douglas Campbell's accomplished photography and Eddie 
Maguire's evocative score for enhancing Thomson's innovative architecture based on classical foundations.’ ‘Nineveh’ was a collaboration between 
Gavin Stamp and Murray Grigor who conceived the Thomson exhibition which inaugurated The Lighthouse during the year Glasgow was European 
City of Architecture and Design. The film was funded by Scottish Screen and BBC Scotland and was a previous prize-winner at Montreal's Festival 


International du Films Sur L'Art. It will be included in a retrospective of Grigor's films later this year at the National Gallery of Art. Helsinki. 


THE QUEEN’S NEPHEW - AN OUTSPOKEN ATTACK 





Viscount Linley, in a rare public outburst for a member of the Royal Family, has lambasted Glasgow City 
Council for failing to carry out repairs to Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson’s St Vincent Street Church, and 
predicts the council will only recognise the importance of Thomson’s creation once the church "has 
gone". The 146-year-old building, class A-listed since 1966, cannot be demolished, but conservationists 
fear it could fall down unless urgent repairs are carried out. They say its roof is leaking, the exterior is 
in need of renovation, and there are electrical problems. The World Monuments Fund, which has placed 
it on to its list of the world’s 100 most endangered monuments, says it now needs repairs worth £5m to 
restore it to a "satisfactory state". Glasgow City Council, which owns the church, argues that over the past 
40 years it has insured the building, kept it watertight and in use, and will address any running repairs. 
Viscount Linley has entered the row because his own work as a furniture maker has been influenced by 
the work of Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson - Linley says he will make a donation to the restoration fund. He 
has created a model of a similar ‘Greek’ Thomson church which will be sold to raise money for repairs. 


The St Vincent Street Church was completed in 1859. It is regarded as one of Glasgow’s masterpieces. 
The World Monuments Fund spent £382,000 in the late 1990s restoring the church’s tower. Linley sug- 
gested it was time for the council to find money for restoration. The present structure is leased by the 
council to the Free Church, who run a number of charities from the building as well as housing their 
offices. Recent plans explored by the council to rejuvenate the building have included transforming it 
into a major tourist attraction, but the required investment has never been raised. Colin Amery of the 
World Monuments Fund said: "Our worry is that nothing is really happening. It has a pretty derelict qual- 
ity to the outside, the roof is leaking and there are electrical problems. " ’Greek’ Thomson buildings are 
incredibly rare in Glasgow. There were once three churches; the Queen’s Park church was bombed com- 
pletely in the war, the one in the Gorbals remains on a traffic island as a ruin, and this is the only one sur- 
viving. Somehow Charles Rennie Mackintosh has had all the attention in Glasgow." Gavin Stamp, author 
of ‘Alexander Thomson, The Unknown Genius’ (published in 1999) and founder and former chairman of 
the Alexander Thomson Society, said: "St Vincent Street Church is the one surviving example of what 
Henry Russell Hitchcock called three of the finest romantic classical churches in the world. It is amazing 
that more isn’t being done to save it, but that is the nature of Glasgow. They have a fantasy of the history 
of the city and they just don’t care, they own it and they neglect it." Glasgow city councillor Patricia 
Chalmers, who is chair of Glasgow’s Building Preservation Trust, said: "We have spent a considerable 
amount of time and effort examining ways to use the building. This is a building of such importance but 
it is very difficult to take an existing building and turn it into something else to earn its keep”. 


SEE ARTICLE BELOW - THE STORY FROM 1959 
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Architect re: Anderston Cross Comprehensive 





Development Area ",..Also in the General 





Commercial zone is the finest building in the 
defined area, architecturally; ‘Greek’ Thomson's St.Vincent 
Street Church which was opened in 1859 and, while many peo- 








ple may quarrel with its detail, no-one will quarrel with the 











dominating mass of the main building on the steeply sloping 





site. The Corporation has proposed as part of its redevelopment 





schemes the acquisition and restoration of this Church, along 
with some improvements to the surrounding area which will fits |e 7: 
help to show it off to greater advantage. 











ARTICLE BY PROFESSOR GAVIN STAM P 





THOMSON AND SYDENHAM 


In the book on Thomson which Sam 
McKinstry and I edited (‘Greek’ Thomson - 
Edinburgh University Press, 1994), Charles 
McKean concluded his introductory chapter on 
Glasgow with a discussion of the Glasgow 
Architectural Exhibition opened in Bath Street in 
1854. This was in the Scottish Exhibition Rooms, 
a building designed for the occasion by Baird & 
Thomson which was later replaced by another 
building by Thomson which has itself since dis- 
appeared. "Rediscovering the Glasgow 
Architectural Exhibition of 1854-7 is like track- 
ing a ghost," wrote McKean and, indeed, this 
intriguing installation vanished almost without 
trace. No illustrations survive but it is clear from 


contemporary descriptions that the building 



























































included period rooms, or "courts". There was a 
Greek court — by Thomson, needless to say — con- 
spicuous for its polychromatic decoration; there 
was also an Italian court, a Renaissance court and 
a Gothic library (by Burnet). The 1858 1:500 
Ordnance Survey map _ indicates Greek, 
Mediaeval, Gothic and Old Baronial rooms. It is 


all very mysterious. 


Some illumination was provided for me 
by visiting Jan Piggott’s recent exhibition at the 
Dulwich Picture Gallery on the ‘Crystal Palace at 
Sydenham’, for the inspiration for the Glasgow 
exhibition was surely what were called the Fine 
Arts Courts installed in Sir Joseph’s Paxton’s 


structure designed for the Great Exhibition when 
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it was enlarged and re-erected on the top of 
Sydenham Hill in South London. These, to quote 
Dr Piggott in his book ‘Palace of the People. The 
Crystal Palace at Sydenham 1854-1936’ (Hurst & 
Co., London 2004), were "magnificent academic 
‘reproductions’, in painted plaster over brick, of 
historical architectural styles [which] illustrated 
the development of architecture, and educated 
contemporary taste by showing how new build- 
ings and their interior decoration could benefit 
from understanding the science of colour and the 
grammar of ornament." The dates fit nicely: the 
proposal for the Sydenham ‘courts’ — a develop- 
ment of the Fine Art and Mediaeval Courts in the 
Hyde Park building in 1851 - was mentioned in 
the press by June 1852 and they were largely 
complete when the Palace opened in June 1854. 


The Architectural Institute of Scotland appointed 


we OORe &> 


a committee in November 1853 to help collect 
exhibits and its members must surely have been 
aware of the activities of Owen Jones and 
Matthew Digby Wyatt who were both creating the 
Fine Arts Courts at Sydenham and touring 
Europe collecting illustrations and casts of archi- 


tecture and sculpture for display. 


What was created in the enlarged Crystal 
Palace was the "complete historical illustration of 
the arts of sculpture and architecture from the 
earliest works of Egypt and Assyria down to mod- 
ern times." There was an Egyptian Court, an 
Assyrian Palace, Greek and Roman Courts, a 
Byzantine Court, a recreation of the Alhambra, a 
Mediaeval Court, a Pompeian Court and an 
Italian Court. The Egyptian Court had reduced- 
scale copies of the portico at Edfu and of the Hall 














of Columns at Karnac, while in a transept were 
placed two colossal (but still reduced) copies of 
the seated figures at Aboo-Simbel (destroyed in a 
fire in 1866). The Greek Court would surely have 
interested Thomson, especially when designing 
and colouring his own, rather smaller Greek 
court in Glasgow. Designed by Owen Jones and 
very likely inspired by Leo von Klenze’s interiors 
of the Glyptothek in Munich, this was more orig- 
inal as it was a recreation of an Athenian agora 
intended as a setting for casts of sculpture. The 
creator of the Grammar of Ornament who, like 
Thomson, knew well that ancient temples were 
coloured, regarded this as an experiment in poly- 
chromy and the architecture was all brightly 
painted. 


Alexander Thomson surely visited the 
Crystal Palace —- probably both at Hyde Park then 
at Sydenham after 1854. His remarkable unexe- 
cuted design for a warehouse in Howard Street of 
c.1851 indicates an interest in the architectural 
possibilities of iron and glass, and, as about one- 
fifth of the British population travelled to 
London in the summer of 1851 to see the Great 
Exhibition, Thomson was surely one of the six 
million visitors. And, as he occasionally visited 
London afterwards, it seems unlikely that he did 
not take a suburban train south from London 
Bridge to see what had become of Paxton’s great 
conservatory. Although a full description of the 
Crystal Palace at Sydenham was published in 
issue no.3 of the short-lived (Edinburgh) 
Building Chronicle on Ist July 1854, the fact that 
he referred in his 1866 attack on the Gothic to 
"the Portland-cement models of Professor Owen 
at Sydenham" - the full-size dinosaurs that lurk 
in the park at Crystal Palace — suggests first-hand 


experience of the place. 


If the immediate inspiration for the Glasgow 
Architectural Exhibition was the Fine Arts Courts 
at Sydenham, as seems likely, then the architect 


organisers — including Thomson — would have 


investigated what Owen Jones and Digby Wyatt 
were up to. Thomson, famously, never went 
abroad and his vivid writing about the monu- 
ments of Egypt and Greece was a product of his 
informed imagination. Even so, it is possible that 
he was able to form some idea of what the cele- 
brated monuments of the Ancient World actually 
looked like in their prime from the three-dimen- 
sional reconstructions on public display south of 
the Thames. After all, for a busy Glaswegian 
architect, Sydenham was rather easier to get to 


than Athens or Luxor. 


Gavin Stamp 









































FEBRUARY LECTURES REVIEW BY MARK BAINES 


THE ALEXANDER THOMSON SOCIETY WINTER LECTURES 
FEBRUARY 2005 


This year the series of four lectures focussed on the question of “What makes Modern 
Architecture?” Each of the four speakers addressed the theme in quite individual ways in the 


light of their knowledge and personal experience. 
Mark Baines 


With “So what’s New”, I opened the series with an historical overview of what I considered 
modern in architecture which encompassed almost everything from the Renaissance through 


the industrial revolution and into the iconoclastic years of the twentieth century. 
Dr Wolfgang Sonne 


Dr Wolfgang Sonne gave an extraordinarily measured, and highly perceptive lecture on what 
he considered the primary conditions of modern architecture by focussing on a small number 
of key issues which characterised the birth of modern architecture in the late nineteenth and 


early twentieth centuries. 
Professor Isi Metzstein 


Professor Isi Metzstein offered his intellectual insight into the subject and elaborated upon it 
in a talk strewn with characteristic wit, perception and passion. This was, perhaps, the most 
reflective of the series, Isi’s experience in practice and teaching, intelligently, though mod- 


estly displayed. 
Paul Stallan 


Finally Paul Stallan brought the subject right up to date with the latest work of his practice, 
RMJM. The projects were mostly set in Glasgow, some were built, others were under con- 
struction and others projected - all revealed an architecture of great confidence, which 
nonetheless managed on occasion to court some of the controversy associated with modern 


architecture and the city. 


The lectures were each well attended, whatever the weather conditions and the questions 
flowed after each of the talks and although the new venue, the Mackintosh lecture theatre 
improved access, the plaster casted walls of the Bourdon lecture theatre perhaps retain a more 


characterful setting in respect of Thomson. 


The Committee would welcome suggestions for talks and speakers for next year’s series. 











ARTICLE BY JIM THOMSON 





THOMSON’S “UNEXECUTED” BALFRON CHURCH AND MANSE 


“Unexecuted” 1859 Design - from Mitchell Library 


Is the church and manse at Holm of Balfron — near Alexander Thomson’s native village — the c1860 design 
previously thought “unexecuted”? That was certainly the contention of the present owner of High 
Honeyholm, Professor Allister Ferguson in his submission to the “Thomson’s Balfron” section of last 
year’s very successful Balfron Heritage Group exhibition on “Greek” Thomson, which assumed that 
Alexander Thomson’s only legacies to his native village were the Old South Manse and the James 
Thomson (no relation) gravestone. 


Professor Ferguson’s studies of the history of the property had 
been prompted by the Heritage Group’s 1991 book “The Balfron 
Heritage” which made reference to the unexecuted design for a 
church and manse by Thomson dated 1859, the original drawing 
for which is in the Mitchell Library. Professor Ferguson was 
struck at the time by the remarkable similarity between 
Thomson's plan and the layout of High Honeyholm. The details 
were quite different but the layout of the rooms, the joining 
together of the church and the manse and the way in which the 
minister could get from the manse straight into the pulpit were 
remarkably similar. 





The Revd. James Thomson gravestone 


A significant factor was that High Honeyholm was opened in 1861 as mentioned in Guthrie Smith’s 
“Ecclesiastical History of Strathendrick”. “In 1861 the Holm congregation had removed from their orig - 
inal church at Edinbelly to a new one erected, not far from their first place of meeting at Honeyholm, on 
a fine site near the banks of the Endrick, a manse being attached to it.” 
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This is confirmed in the 
parish minutes’ of 
December 1861 and to 
Professor Ferguson there 
seemed to be too much 
coincidence for 
Thomson not to have had 
a hand in the property. 


He set about trying to 
make contact with 
Ronald McFadzean, 
author of “The Life and 
Work of Alexander 
Thomson,” the source 
for the information con- 
tained in “The Balfron 
Heritage”. Ronald 
McFadzean had obtained 
a list of all the properties 
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that Thomson had 
designed from the Rev. 





John Stark, “who was one 
of Thomson's relatives” 
and that the only design 
that he had not managed 
to identify was the 

















church and a manse at 
the Holm of Balfron. 











High Honeyholm is also 





known as the Holm of 





Balfron with a_ stone 





plaque to prove it, and to 
Professor Ferguson coin- 


cidences seemed to be 





becoming overwhelming. 


Ronald McFadzean had 

“scoured the Balfron 

area looking for a church —Honeyholm - contender for the unexecuted design? 

and manse along the 

lines of the drawing in the Mitchell Library” but had drawn a blank. He also said that more recent evi- 
dence had shown that Thomson would design in the non-classical style should his clients demand. He 
had been aware of High Honeyholm but at the time he was writing his book he understood that Thomson 
would not be likely to design a building with Gothic arches. 


McFadzean later visited the property and, according to Professor Ferguson, “his overall feeling was that 
the quality of the building was consistent with it being by Thomson. He was almost beside himself when 


he saw the pulpit. There was no doubt in his mind that this was a Thomson pulpit. He left, I think, con- 
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The Old South Manse (Photograph from St.Andrews University collection) 





vinced that the building 
was indeed Thomson's 


lost church and manse at 
the Holm of Balfron.” 


Gavin Stamp had contact- 
ed the Fergusons in 
preparing his book and 
exhibition for Glasgow 
1999 UK _ City of 
Architecture and Design. 
Their reply cited all the 
evidence above and added 

“The Rev. Charles 
Cooper was the sixth min- 
ister at Holm Kirk and 
was ordained on 23 
January 1866 and retired 
on receiving an appoint- 
ment at Madras on 3 
November 1868. I suspect 
that there must be some 
connection between 
Cooper and = ~Greek' 


Thomson. Thomson's mother was Elizabeth Cooper who came to Balfron from Aberdeen with her broth- 
er Rev. John Cooper who was the first and only Burgher minister in Balfron...” 


Although the “Unknown Genius” publication categorises the Honeyholm church as “attribution to 
Thomson undocumented and uncertain’, that in itself was seen as promotion from being merely unexe- 


cuted. 


Ronald McFadzean also had an extract from the Alexander Thomson Memorial Minute Book listing 
Thomson’s churches as “Caledonia Road United Presbyterian Church, St. Vincent Street United 
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Presbyterian Church, Queens 
Park United Presbyterian 
Church, Holm of Balfron 
United Presbyterian Church 
and Govan Street Free Church”’. 


Not everyone is totally con- 
vinced. Certainly “Unknown 
Genius” does not endorse 
Honeyholm as definitely being a 
Thomson work and, indeed, 
Balfron’s Community Council 
still pursues its dream of build- 
ing, House-For-An-Artlover- 
like, a Thomson centre in his 
native village based on the unex- 


ecuted plans. 





ARTICLE BY 


JIM 


THOMSON 





THOMSON’S ARCHITECTURAL LANDMARKS 


In celebrating the completion of the long-awaited 
Scottish Parliament building, Scotland on 
Sunday produced an excellent "Landmarks" sup- 
plement tracing 6000 years of Scottish "buildings, 
statues and iconic structures" from Skara Brae to 


the new Holyrood edifice. 


It was significant that 
Alexander Thomson _ fea- 
tured highly in Miles 
Glendinning’s article with St 
Vincent Street church 
appearing in the supple- 


ment’s timeline alongside 





such illustrious company as 
Dunfermline Abbey, Orkney’s 2700BC Maes 
Howe, Tayside’s Maggie’s Centre opened in 2003 


and the new Museum of Scotland. 


Glendinning - co-author of "Scottish 
Architecture" - introduces Glasgow’s 19th 
Century architecture as follows: "Glasgow was the 
undisputed powerhouse of Victorian Scotland, 
and its energy was mirrored in its architectural 
world." He describes the inspirational sources of 
the likes of David Hamilton and Charles Wilson 


but goes on to describe Thomson’s contribution. 


"A far more original and impassioned path ... was 
ploughed by Alexander Thomson who peopled 


the Glasgow townscape with an exotic mixture of 





11 




















churches, commercial buildings and housing in a 
forceful Greek style with other idiosyncratic ele- 


ments." 


In this colléction of Scotland’s main architectur- 
al attractions, Thomson’s work appears ‘three 
times — St. Vincent Street Church in the timeline 
and the inclusion of both Holmwood and 
Caledonia Road U.P. Church in the regional 
gazette using the Alexander Thomson Society as 


contact. 


It is a timely reminder that the Alexander 
Thomson Society is still a valued part of the 
architectural community and lays a momentous 
responsibility on us as an organisation to ensure 
that we strive for the protection and preservation 
of the remaining Thomson works and further 


promote this inspirational Victorian architect. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 





Draft minutes of the 14th Annual General Meeting of the Society, held on 
25th November 2004 at St Vincent St Church, 265 St Vincent St, Glasgow 


Apologies 
Apologies were read out by the 
committee 


Minutes of the 13th AGM 
Minutes were circulated and 
approved. Proposed Bob 
Stewart, seconded Roger 
Guthrie 


Chairman’s Report 

Kenneth Burns reviewed his 
first year as Chairman of the 
Society and voiced serious 
concerns about the condition 
of the St. Vincent Street 
Church and the non-existence 
of a fire detection system. He 
gave a summary of the events 
leading up to the demolition 
of Alexander Thomson’s office 
building and the actions of the 
Committee before and after 
the demolition of the ‘A’ listed 
building. 


Vice Chairman’s Report 

Mark Baines provided the 
meeting with an update on the 
current situation concerning 
the condition of major 
Thomson buildings within 
Glasgow City Council owner- 
ship. The developer involved 
in the purchase of Egyptian 
Halls in Union Street as yet 
had no legal agreement with 
GCC. There are as yet no pro- 
posals for the Church in the 
Gorbals and no progress in the 
1999 proposal for a design 
competition. GCC are cur- 
rently negotiating with repre- 
sentatives of the Church con- 


gregation at St Vincent Street 
to determine a lease agree- 
ment that would then enable 
the Church to release funds 
for repairs. GCC maintain 
that the buildings within their 
ownership are being protect- 
ed. 


The 2005 Lecture Series was 
being planned for February 
and it was hoped that a visit to 
the Scottish Parliament build- 
ing would follow. 


Hon. Secretary’s Report 
Sally White reported on the 
activities of the Society, these 
being the successful 2004 lec- 
ture series with contributions 
from Andy MacMillan, 
Murray Grigor, David Page 


and Mark Baines, guided 
walks by Roger Guthrie and a 
social event during Doors 
Open Weekend in Cathedral 
House Hotel. Feedback from 
some members suggested that 
more events were desirable. 


Hon. Treasurer’s Report 
Joanne Smith reported on the 
income and_ expenditure 
account for the previous 12 
months. Copies of the 
Accounts were distributed and 
were accepted by those mem- 
bers present. 


Elections of Office Bearers 
It was proposed by a member 
that the office bearers should 
be re-elected and this was con- 
firmed by a show of hands. 


THE ALEXANDER THOMSON SOCIETY 


INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 


INCOME 


Subscriptions 

Books, Videos etc 

Book Royalties 

Donations 

Transferred from Savings Acc 
Bank Interest 
Lectures/Events 

Gift Aid 


Total 4,602.61 


EXPENDITURE 
Subscriptions 


222.13 
Administration _ 1,808.53 
Transferred to Savings 3,000.00 
Miscellaneous 452.87 


Total 5,523.53 


Profit/(Deficit) -920.92 


Assets 


Premier Account 
Current Account 


TOTAL 


Prepared b 
Joanne B Smith, Treasurer 


1-11-03 to 31-10-04 
2003 


3,630.00 
139.97 


57.60 
100.00 
0.00 
19.72 
59.00 
475.16 


4,481.45 


176.25 
3,587.23 
0.00 


231.00 
3,994.48 


486.97 


2,027.49 
2,852.11 


4,879.60 


Examined by 
Frances Manley 





HOLMWOOD RANGE After a seven year search a range has 
finally been located and installed in the kitchen at 
Holmwood. Gifted to Holmwood by Elizabeth Thomson, 
the range has originated from her sister-in-law’s flat in 
Pollokshields, Glasgow. Isabel was the last member of the 
Thomson family, many of whom were artists, to live in the 
family home and she was a regular visitor to Holmwood. 
The range is circa 1880 and has been dismantled, repaired 
and installed at Holmwood by the blacksmith Hector 
McGarvie together with its original blue and white tiled 
panels and a small collection of flat irons, griddles and 
other implements. 

Visitors to Holmwood can now gain a better understanding 
of how this well designed and functional part of the house 
worked. Interpretative material is being prepared by the 


Eastwood Members’ Centre of the NTS. 





60 STEPS Stairway from Kelvinside Terrace 
West to Queen Margaret Road. Alexander 
Thomson designed the stairway and retaining 
wall, known as the ‘sixty steps’, in 1872, to enable 
further development to take place on an area of 
higher ground in the then rapidly expanding 
area of North Kelvinside. The stone structure 
comprises an exceptionally high retaining wall 
with dwarf columns recessed into a horizontal 
opening in the wall that bounds a wide curving 
stairway. The cast iron lamps on the lower wall 
are of the same design as the lamps which were in 
front of the Queen’s Park Church. 


In 2004 a local group of interested local residents 
organised several meetings to discuss possible 
ways of repairing or restoring this Category ‘B’ 
structure. Following a successful public launch 
in November 2004 the group have formed the 
‘Greek Thomson’ 60 Steps Preservation Trust’ 
which is currently undertaking a Feasibility 
Study to ascertain the work required to upgrade 
the structure. Funding for the £5000 study has 
been obtained from Glasgow City Council and 
Glasgow West Conservation. 





Egyptian Halls and St Vincent Street Church 


We still unfortunately have no news about the fate of the Egyptian Halls 


or St Vincent Street Church. We will provide an update in the next issue of the newsletter. 





GUIDED WALKS BY ROGER GUTHRIE 


A FUTURE FOR CHURCH BUILDINGS - CONFERENCE 





Following the successes of last year Roger Guthrie organised a series of walks. As well as the Cove and 
Kilcreggan and West End walks, repeated from last year, other areas of Glasgow were included in this 
series Most of these are finished by the time of this newsletter going to print (I’m sure they will be repeat- 
ed next year) However the Cove and Kilcreggan and the Holmwood walks are still to come (see below for 
details - booking is required for the Cove and Kilcreggan walk only. All walks £5.00. 


Alexander Thomson Walk - Starting at Botanic Gardens main gate Great Western Road 

Cast Iron - Starting at Botanic Gardens main gate Great Western Road 

Glasgow Necropolis - Start Cathedral Square gates to Necropolis 

Hillhead - Starting at Kelvinbridge on Great Western Road 

Dennistoun Conservation Area - Starting at Annfield Place Post Office foot of Westercraigs 
Crosshill Conservation Area - Starting at Victoria Road at Queen’s Drive - Park Gates 


Cove and Kilcreggan - Please book in advance Saturday September 24th 2005 

Start Kilcreggan Pier 11.55am. Members make their own travel arrangements to the start. It is suggested 
that members purchase an "Open Day Tripper" ticket £8.50 for one adult and up to two children or £15 
for two adults and up to four children (to be used on train, ferry and bus from Cove). A suitable train 
leaves Glasgow Central Station at 10.35am arriving in Gourock at 11.27am. The ferry to Gourock leaves 
at 11.35am, arriving in Kilcreggan at 11.47am. The fascinating walk along the coast road looks at 
Thomson villas and other buildings of architectural interest, finishing at Knockderry House Hotel, 
designed by William Leiper, where bar lunches and real ales are available. The return is by the same route 
reaching the pier in time for the 16.30pm_ ferry which connects with a train arriving back at Central 
Station at 17.58pm - total walking distance is 7 miles. Cheques should be made payable to Alexander 
Thomson Society and sent with a stamped addressed envelope to Holmwood, 61-63 Netherlee Rd, 
Cathcart, Glasgow G44 3YG - please mark the envelope - Cove and Kilcreggan Walk. 


HOLMWOOD WALKS AND EVENTS The guided walk is on Sunday 18th September and will start from 
the forecourt of Pollok House at 1.30pm. Afternoon tea (£2) will be available at Holmwood and a 
bus will take walkers back to Pollok at the end of the day. Places are limited. Phone 0141 637 
2129 to book. White Cart Walkway - Work is now completed on the Signage Project along the White 
Cart Walk from Holmwood to Pollok House. The walkway is one of the first completed projects and has 
been jointly funded by Glasgow City Council and Carts Greenspace. 

Collusion Youth Theatre - Local Youth Theatre Company Collusion, based in Busby, East Renfrewshire, 
have been granted National Heritage Lottery Funds to enable them to present a 15 month programme 
entitled ‘History Lives’ based on the themes of architecture, heritage and social history specific to 
Holmwood, Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson and Cathcart. The programme begins with drama sessions in six 
Glasgow schools in June and September 2005 leading to weekly drama sessions at Holmwood in the win- 
ter and performances during school holidays and two different dramatic productions being staged sever - 
al times in the summer of 2006 in and around Holmwood. 


DOORS OPEN DAY MEMBERS’ EVENT - SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 2005 
Join us for the second of the Members’ Evenings in Cathedral House Hotel, John Knox Street, 
Glasgow. There will be a free tour of the Necropolis (for those still energetic enough) prior to the 
buffet (meet in the Cathedral House Hotel bar at 5.30pm). The buffet starts at 7pm in the restau- 
rant on the ist floor with lovely views of Glasgow Cathedral and the Necropolis - a very comfort- 
able place in which to recover from Doors Open Day and the Necropolis visit! There will be an 
appetising selection from the hot and cold buffet and the cost of £12.50 per person includes a 
glass of wine or soft drink on arrival and coffee later. Please book by Wednesday 14th September 
with a cheque made out to: The Alexander Thomson Society and send to us at Holmwood address. 
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The conference attracted people from various interest groups including The Alexander Thomson 
Society. Dwindling congregations and the loss of so many church buildings make it essential to find 
viable uses for those that remain. For many congregations, partnership with other groups, organisations 
or commercial enterprises may be the way forward - but not for all. 


David Martin MBE (Chairman of the Church Buildings Renewal Trust) opened and chaired the pro- 
ceedings and Baillie Gordon Mathieson JP represented the City on behalf of the Lord Provost. The 
keynote speaker was Michael Martin MP, Speaker of the House of Commons, who spoke of his time in 
the Anderston District of Glasgow in the 50's. The churches become the holders of local history and com- 
munity centres - sometimes the only remaining buildings left standing in a city area. These churches dis- 
play wonderful arts and craftmanship in keeping for future generations. 


Developing the Tourism Potential of Churches - John Winton, National Director, National Tourism 
Network Wales and Crispin Truman, Director, The Churches Conservation Trust, both spoke of the sim- 
ilar problems facing Wales and England and suggested some solutions. 

Progress through Partnership - Colin McLean, Manager for Scotland, Heritage Lottery Fund and Tom 
Laurie, Laurie Consultancy Group spoke on Practical Partnerships - 5 speakers covered success sto- 
ries in terms of development and partnerships : Jack Quinn - Adelaide’s, Glasgow, Bob Rendell - The 
Eric Liddell Centre, Edinburgh, James MacBeth - St Benedict’s RC Church, Easterhouse, Ray Davies - 
The Fotheringay Centre, Glasgow and Nicholas Grove-Raines - St Nicolas Church, Aberdeen. 


OBITUARIES 


DR ANN HUTCHISON - Weare very sorry to have to report the death of Alexander Thomson’s great- 
granddaughter, Ann Hutchison, after a long debilitating illness. Dr Hutchinson ran the premature baby 
unit at University College Hospital in London. Both she and her sister, Catherine Rentoul, were 
immensely supportive when we founded the Alexander Thomson Society in 1991 and were always so 
very helpful to anyone pursuing research into the life and work of Thomson. Although neither lived in 
Scotland, both were deeply interested in their great-grandfather and in his family’s connections with 
Glasgow. Their mother, Mrs W.L. Stewart - daughter of John Thomson, ‘Greek’ Thomson’s architect son 
— had left precious Thomson material to the Mitchell Library in 1934 and had written a memoir which 
has been of immense value to historians since. As I lived in No.1 Moray Place, Ann Hutchison gave me 
Thomson’s drawing pen (since donated to the National Trust for Scotland); she had several objects con- 
nected with the family which she lent to the 1999 Exhibition and was the owner of the celebrated iconic 
photograph portrait of our hero (an ambrotype and not a daguerreotype as was stated in my 1999 book). 
Our sympathy goes to her husband Duncan Hutchison, and to their children. G.M.S. 


MATT EWART - Mathew Ewart was born in Lanark, attending Lanarkshire Grammar School and 
served his apprenticeship as a telephone engineer before moving to Glasgow in the 1980’s. He gained a 
BA in English and philosophy from Strathclyde University and attended Glasgow School of Art. He 
researched and wrote on Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson, The Templar Knights, The Stone of Destiny and 
William Wallace and wrote poetry prolifically, having poems published and reading them in Scotland 
and beyond. A collection of Matt’s poetry, ‘A Feather on a Finger’, was published in December 2004. In 
the 1990s he studied at Glasgow University, where his thesis was on Kenneth White, the Scottish poet 
and professor at the Sorbonne in Paris. He established and published the poetry and art broadsheet 
‘Skinkling Star’. His painting evolved and developed, and over the past 10 years he held some 30 exhi- 
bitions in various venues including Holmwood. Matt believed that visual art should be accessible to to 
all and he exhibited in restaurants and pubs as well as galleries. The Alexander Thomson Society great- 
ly appreciate his contribution and our sympathy goes to his children Craig, Michelle, Mhairi and Jenny. 
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LEXANDER THOMSON 


SOCIETY 


_ Founded in 1991 to promote the life and 
_ works of Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson 
/ _ (1817-1875) 


Patrons of the Scoiety: 
The Earl of Glasgow 
Professor Andor Gomme 
Professor Andrew McMillan 


Chairman: Kenneth Burns 
Vice Chairman: Mark Baines 
Hon Secretary: Sally White 
Hon Treasurer: Joanne Smith 
Membership Secretary: Bob Stewart 
Minutes Secretary: Brenda Lillicrap 
Members of the committee: 
Roger Guthrie, Lesley Kerr, Richard Myall, 
Colin McCluskey, Ruth Johnston, Ann Walker, 


Jim Thomson 


External Examiner of the Society’s Accounts: 
Frances Manley 


Registered as a Society with Charitable 
purposes No $C021447 


The Greek Thomson Society Newsletter is 
published by The Alexander Thomson Society, 
Holmwood, 61-63 Netherlee Rd, Cathcart, 
Glasgow G44 3YG to whom all enquiries and 
correspondence should be addressed. 


website: www.greekthomson.com 
PLEASE NOTE 


Back Issues of the Newsletter are available 
from Holmwood at the address above. 


_ This newsletter was designed & produced 
by Johnstondesign 0141 554 7207 
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NEW CALENDAR 
THE ALEXANDER THOMSON 
SOCIETY 2006 CALENDAR 

We have produced a desktop, CD 


size, full colour calendar this year 





illustrating details from all forms of 





Thomson’s work. If you would like 
to place an order please send your 
details and cheque to us at Holmwood, 61- 63 Netherlee 
Road, Glasgow G44 3YG - available to Society members 
only(limited numbers) - £5.00 each plus £0.70p - UK P&P. 


VIDEO 


Murray Grigor’s video ‘NINEVEH ON THE CLYDE, 
THE ARCHITECTURE OF ALEXANDER ’GREEK’ 
THOMSON’ (Award for the video - see page 2) 


The 55 minute video includes additional footage not seen 
in its original television showing.The video is available in 
VHS (also NTSC format for US viewers). 

The Video is available to Society members at a special 
price of £12.00, inclusive of P&P. 


BOOKS 

In ‘THE LIGHT OF TRUTH AND BEAUTY’, Alexander 
Thomson’s public lectures are brought together in a single 
volume. They reveal him as a powerful and eloquent speak- 
er, and confirm that not only was he one of the most origi- 
nal architects of his time, but also that his was one of the 
greatest minds in Scottish architecture. 

Published at £9.95 paperback and £16.95 hardback, as a 
member of The Alexander Thomson Society you can save 
almost 50% on the retail cost of the book. 

Paperback: £6.00 (inclusive of P&P) 

Hardback: £11.00 (inclusive of P&P) 


In ‘THE EGYPTIAN REVIVAL by James Stevens Curl he 
describes the numerous revivals of the Egyptian Style from 
Antiquity to the present day. This pioneering and defini- 
tive work brilliantly analyses the astonishing persistance of 
Egyptianising themes through the last two thousand years. 
(608 pages) Published at £27.50 paperback, £80.00 
Hardback - members of The Alexander Thomson Society 
can save 20% on the retail cost of the book. 

Paperback: £23.50 Hardback: £68.00 

P&Packing UK5% Europe 10% RoW 15% 


